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Peaks Island Elementary School
The fifth graders displayed their handmade books at the Gem Gallery on
Wednesday, April 25 th• The students used watercolors, acrylics, potato prints and
markers to create books that explore the theme of "Me, Myself and Eye." Many thanks
to Laura Glendening for sharing her artistic talents and guiding the students through the
whole process! The fifth graders are also wrapping up a poetry collaboration with The
Telling Room. Guest artists visited the classroom on 4 different Fridays to inspire and
coach the students. Working with a theme of weather, the students have filled their
notebooks with poetry! We are so grateful to John Holdridge and Molly McGrath of The
Telling Room for making this opportunity possible!
What's up with the weather? Ask any third, fourth or fifth grader and you'll hear
about our science lessons. Our students have chosen weather topics and will be producing
poster reports which they will then use as visual aids when teaching their peers. They are
researching everything from fog to weather satellites and will be meeting a high standard
of quality for their creations.
The upper grades will be starting their study of the Revolutionary War in May.
Grades 3, 4, and 5 will explore the escalating events that led to the colonists figl;tting for
their independence from Great Britain. Students will learn about pivotal events
throughout the war, as well as research famous figures from this time period. We are
looking forward to learning more about these important events from our nation's history.
First and second graders are studying Native Americans of New England, with a
focus upon "Then & Now" and the differences between survival needs four hundred
years ago to today. They will be learning about shelter, food, adaptation and tools. Their
final product will be a journal entry told from the point of view of a Native American
child.
Kindergartners are studying about birds for their end of the year expedition. They
are asking questions such as "What makes a bird a bird?" and "What do birds need to
live?" They will be answering these questions and will also become experts on a bird of
their own choosing.
Our orienteering project is right on course (pun intended). Deb Humiston of
Ultimate Treasure Hunts visited recently and continued her work with students.to create a
challenging map that can be used ,to navigate areas on the island. Orienteering is a
co.mpetitive form of land navigation. It is for all ages and degrees of fitness and skill. It
provides the suspense and excitement of a treasure hunt. The object of orienteering is to
locate control points by using a map and compass to navigate through a designed course.
The courses may be as long as 10 km.
·
Happy Spring everyone !

I

Peaks Island Tax and Energv Assistance

It's officially springtime in Maine. The warmer weather started a little earlier this year and many of the trees and
bushes are blooming already. The daffodils are out . all over the island and even some tulips are blossoming.
Friends and neighbors will begin returning to the Island. The numbers of visitors in April rose considerably.
Workers are all over the island opening cottages, turning the summer water on, and doing construction. Our
summer friends are starting to return. All this while our Portland City Council is working on the budget that
begins on July 1, 2012. The Council is talking about another tax hike. We will be watching to see just how much
it will be. However, the economy is getting stronger but we continue to assist those whose permanent home is on
Peaks Island. Our added mission of Energy Assistance has kept us all very busy. When the New Year began we
had a about $13,000 in the accounts. For 2011 we added over $21.000 to the Tax Assistance and the Energy
Assistance accounts. From January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 our expenditures for tax and energy assistance
were over $25,000. On paper the numbers are surprising because the expenditures for Energy Assistance are each
$300 or less. Our Tax account has been paying the City of Portland about $800 per applicant. It may sound like we
are giving large amounts of assistance but unfortunately this is just a drop in the bucket for property taxes. We
began in 2005 and the taxes have increased making it more difficult for some of our neighbors. Our goal of helping
to keep our neighbors on Peaks has been met again this year. And we do intend to keep working - Neighbors
Helping Neighbors.
PITA will need to rev up our fundraising goals. Almost all of the funds we raise come from our dinners and fund
raising projects. We are working on another great fundraiser so watch for our announcements. Our May Loaf and
Ladle will feature barbecue. The exact menu will be published later. Come and enjoy some down home cooking!
Join us Tuesday evening, May 19th the Peaks Island Baptist Church Hall from 5-7 p.m. Bring your family, friends
and neighbors!
If you wish to make a monetary contribution you may do so by mailing it to: PITA % Diane Clark, P O Box 126,
Peaks Island, NIB 04108.
If you would like to join PITA, please call Cynthia Pedlikin at 766-0067. We meet once a month for one hour
only. We need you! Our mission is so worthwhile but we do need more people to join our initiative. Come and
share your ideas and suggestions for PITA.

SENl OR NE\-VS
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Peaks Island Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
CERT needs more volunteers to respond to disasters on the
Island. Please come to a Community Center meeting or drop by
ou r special train ing with members of the Portland Fire
Departm ent fro m 8 to noon on Saturday, June 9th. For more
inform ation, call Albert Bleau at 766-0007 or 781 -962-2662.
###

May at the Peaks Island Branch Library
in the Community Building

766-5540

email peaks@portland.lib.me.us

Hours Open: Tues 2-8 Wed 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat 8-12
Jacqueline Sheehan, New York Times best-selling fiction writer and essayist, will be doing a
book-signing for her newest book, Picture This, on June 7 at Longfellow Books. In conjunction
with that event, she has offered to do a free writing workshop on Peaks Island, "Creating
Memorable Characters," on Wednesday, June 6, .at 6:30 pm in the Community Building. If you
are interested in participating or would like more information, please contact the library by
phone or email, giving us your name and contact info. We would like to know in advance
approximately how many people will attend. The first hour will be a lecture with Q&A, followed
by an hour of writing exercises. Ms. Sheehan's newest book is again set on a fictionalized
version of Peaks Island.
Magazines You Would Like the Library to Have? This is the time of year we review our
magazine subscription, deciding which to discontinue and what to add for 2013. Though it seems
a long way off, the ordering is done in the summer. Please give us your ideas.
First Tuesdays Book Discussion: For the June 5th meeting, Wally Fischer will moderate a
discussion of State of Wonder by Ann Patchett. To reserve a library copy, come in, call or email
the library. Meetings begin at 7 pm. Everyone is welcome. Books for July and August are Human
Smoke: the Beginnings of World War II by Nicholson Baker and When We Were Orphans by
Ishiguro Kazuo.

There will be a librarywide Summer Reading Program for Adults this year, beginning June 1.
Summer Reading for children will begin later in June. Details will be in the June STAR.
This year, the Friends of the Peaks Island Branch Library Annual Book Sale will be on
Saturday, July 2 1. Donations will be accepted on Friday, July 20, so save those books!
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY NEWS

The American Legion Auxiliary announces a May 3 1, 2012, deadline for applications for
scholarships. Scholarships are available to high school graduates furthering their educations.
First consideration is given to children of active members of the Auxiliary, the American Legion,
Sons of the American Legion, or any Peaks Island full-time resident who is a high school
graduate. To apply, write a letter explaining your efforts to continue your education-college,
vocational or trade school, career courses, etc. Include your full name, the name of your school,
and the name of a parent or guardian, who will also need to endorse the check. Scholarships are
awarded at the end of the first semester of work. Application letters should be sent to
· American Legion Auxiliary
Lisa Lynch, Scholarship Chairman
17 Elizabeth Street
Peaks Island, ME 04108
Remember: The deadline for submitting applications is May 31, 2012 !!!! !! !! !!
Auxiliary members also announce two important upcoming events:
Memorial Day Parade-Saturday, May 26, 20 12-11 :15 AM
Flag Day Ceremony-Thursday, June 14, 2012-6 PM-at the Legion
Program includes awarding of essay contest prizes and
disposition of retired flags.

The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry
The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry is truly a community effort, w ith donations and support
provided by many different individuals and orga nizations from Peaks Island.
Our current hours of operation are Mondays and Thursdays from 3:30pm until 6pm.
We are housed in the Brackett Memorial Church Hall.
Starting on June 4, 2012 we will have new hours!
Mondays- 3:30 - 5pm
Thursdays- 9:30-llam

We are now the proud owners of an original piece of l<at Ferrin art! Kat very generously painted a
beautiful new sign that we hang out during opening hours. Come check it out! We've also had a new
coat of paint and some housekeeping upgrades thanks to Kevin Morin. Stop by and see our makeover.
We are extremely grateful for any donations of non-perishable food and toiletry items (no out of date
food items, please). We have a collection box located in the Douglas Macvane Community Center- aka
the library-or bring donations directly to the food pantry during opening hours. Our current needs
are: Peanut butter, canned or microwavable servings of beef stew, hash, chili, canned chicken or ham
pasta sauce, household paper products, boxes of cereal, caffeinated coffee, flavored rice side dishes.
Things we have plenty of and do not need right now are: pasta, all kinds of canned beans, dried
legumes, canned tomatoes.
Cash donations are especially helpful as it allows us to provide clients with $10 Hannigan's vouchers for
fresh fruit, vegetables, bakery, dairy and meat items. We have set up our own separate bank account.
You can now make checks out directly to: Peaks Island Food Pantry. Please ca ll Susan Hanley, 7662735, for more information, to request food drop off, or to arrange donation pick up.

Food Supplement Benefit Outreach Program
Many Mainers qualify for the Food Supplement Benefit, but are not aware of it. Danna Cooper,
Community Organizer for the Maine Hunger Initiative, would like to meet with islanders who are
interested in applying for food supplemental benefit. She is able to help people determine eligibility and
apply in a confidential setting. Please call Danna Cooper, 775-0026 (extension 2064) directly to arrange a
time, or call Susan Hanley, 766-2735, if you have questions.

TEIA Sea Kayak Safety Briefing Evening
PREPARE PLAN PRACTICE ANO PLAY
How, do I decide where and when my family can safely kayak today? What is the state of the sea
outside of the harbor? What should I have checked before I launch to enhance our paddle and avoid
potential problems? Have I left a decent float plan? Are my decisions reasonable? Are my trip goa ls
realistic and do-able? Am I clear about the dangers, hazards and safely spots for kayakers around the
Peaks Island waters? Is my level of seamanship ready for the environment? How do breezes and tides
affect the wave shape and size? What happens if I fall in the water and my kayak blows away?
These questions and more will be addressed on Wednesday evening May 23 rd and repeated on
th

Wednesday, June 27 at TEIA from 7 to 8:30 PM by Tom Bergh founder of the Maine Island Kayak Co. of
Peaks Island. These briefing sessions are sponsored by the Friends of TEiA and open for all islander's
who are junior high school age and older..... no senior age limit. Sign up is not necessary ...just come
and learn the answers and gain an understanding to make kayaking a wonderful adventure.

FIFTH MAINE REGIMENT MUSEUM
P.O. Box 4 I
Peaks Island, Maine 04108
(207) 766-3330 · fifthmaine@j uno.com
Summer is almost here! The Fifth Maine volunteers are prepping the Ha ll for another busy season. And,
thanks to the generosity of our supporters, our new handicap accessib le restroom adjacent to the dining
room is almost complete. Beginning Memorial Day weekend the museum will be open Saturdays and
Sundays until June 30 and daily thereafter.

On Saturday May 12 we are offering a workshop, Lincoln: Evolution of a President, led by Erin Bisho p.
Prior to her recent move to Maine, Erin served as the Director of Education at the Abraham Linco ln
Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, Illinois . Cost is $15 per person. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about this most intriguing president. Please contact Kim
(fifthmaine@juno.com) or Tricia (whitecapconsulting@gmail.com) to register.
Our Civil War Kids Camp returns in July under the direction of Tricia Erikson. This year's theme is
The Underground Railroad and Slavery and will include a visit from Frederick Douglass, the famous
abolitionist. It's not too early to sign up your kids and grandkids age IO and up for the camp. Please
contact Tricia for details.

We have a fu 11 schedu le of activities including pancake breakfasts, Art on the Po rch, Silent Basket
Auction, Civil War Day, and the community-wide WWII comm emoration planned. All carried out by
volunteers. Please let us know if you can help with these activities. See you soon at the Fifth!

PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP:
the PICW will be closed Monday, May 28

th

71 Herman Avenue: 766-2854 www.picw.org

in observance of Memorial Day

rd

May 3 -Annual Cinco de Mayo Burrito Dinner and Auction at Jones Landing
S:30pm-8pm
1
Auction to start at 6:45pm - Children s activities will be held at PICW during the auction.
PICW would like to thank Mrs. Kalloch, the Kindergarten teacher, for supporting our
partnership and collaborating with us on the Pre-kindergarten integration.
Our last school visit will be in mid-May.
We are accepting applications for our infant/toddler program.
Space is limited. Call for availability.
Friday Toddler group: 10:15am until 11am weather permitting. Please call to confirm.
,

The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the
community. Please contact us through Board Chair, Christina Foster, 221-3445 or
cmfisc@hotmail.com.

PEAKS ISLAND HEAL TH CENTER
87 CENTRAL AVENU E
P.O. BOX 52
PEAKS ISLAND, MAINE 04108

The Peaks Island Health Center Board of Directors is happy to tell you that we
have been working with and voted to pursue a relationship with
Maine Medicat Center.
We have hosted specialty delegations from the Medical Center over the past few
weeks. They continue to be positive and impressed with our facility and are
looking forward to provid ing care for our island community. We hope to have a
formal announcement very soon as we ll as a time-line
Thank you fo r your patience during th is transition.
Marge Powers - President
(mpowers2@maine. rr.com)

Keep in' the Wheels Rollin'
The Island Transportation (ITS) is excited to announce the second
annual 50/50 raffie fundraiser on Memorial Day weekend.
Because we had such a great response and positive feedback from
the community last year, we have decided to make this annual
raffle part of our ongoing fundraising efforts. Remember the more
you contribute, the more you might win. Last year's winner took
home $500 plus a $100 winner and a $50 winner---this year it
could be you!
We are grateful for the donations received from L. Plante Asscoc,
Lions Club, Trefethen Club, the many individuals who contributed
to the December Craft Fair and money from the PI Council. Don
Foshay, a new seasonal resident, deserves special thanks for the
great deal from Discount Tire in South Portland. These donations,
combined with funds from grants, are cn1cial for supporting the
ITS mission to provide a sustainable transportation system for
island residents and visitors. We have a lot of plans for this year
and a long road ahead, but with the support of the island
community we believe we can successfully face the challenges of
increasing gas prices, annual insurance and other ongoing
operational costs.
If you haven't taken the taxi in awhile , remember that we are
available for rides and deliveries every day from 7:45am to
8:45pm, or by reservation if you need a ride earlier or later. Just
give us a call at 5 18-0000
Stay tuned for updates to the fare policy and other changes based
on survey feedback. We're working hard to create a system that
best serves the island population and your comments are not just
appreciated, but necessary. Many thanks from Judy Piawlock,
Janice Wolkoff, Linda Capone-Newton, MJ Burnette, Chris
Cassidy, Marjorie Phyfe, Michelle Alves, Melissa Childs-Newton
and of course our drivers, Charlie and Jan.

St. Christopher's Catholic Church
Rector: Father Louis Phillips 773-7746
Regular Sunday iv.lass is at 10:00 AM each week followed by
fellowship in the Parish House. AH are invited and details are on-line
at www.cluster21portland.org.
Information: Baptism, Reconciliation & Marriage: Call Father Lou.
Annual Parish Fair: Summer's Coming! And the Fair is July 7th!
Brackett Memorial United Methodist Church
Open Hearts, Open Doors, Open Minds; We are a Welcoming, Inclusive, Reconciling Congregation; 9 Church
Street, Peaks Island, Maine.
Pastor: Rev. Desi Larson; 207-766-5013; Admin.Asst. Mavourneen Thompson; www.brackettmumc.org
Worship
Sunday Morning Worship, lOa., w/childcare and followed by informal fellowship gathering in the church hall.
Taize Service Wednesdays, 6:05-6:35p at Brackett Church on May 2&16; St. Christopher's, May 9&23; Call
church office for place on May 30.
Meetings and Activities
Scripture Study Tuesdays, 8:30-lOa., parsonage. All are welcome!
Children's Choir Tuesdays, 2:45-3: 15p.
Prayer Shawl Ministry Tuesdays, 12:30-2:30 p., parsonage. All are welcome!
Girl Scouts Tuesdays May 8&22; 3:45-5: 15p.
Open Tweens Mondays and Thursdays, 2:30-6p. Free and open to all 4-8 graders.
Tween Night Friday, May 11, 6:30-9p.
Special Events
Children's Sunday/Mother's Day May 13, 10a.
Peaks Island Food Pantry at Brackett Church Mondays and Thursdays, 3:30-6p.
Church Supper Thursday, May 3 1; 5-6:30p. Free and open to everyone.

PEAKS ISLAND LIONS CLUB
Pancake Breakfasts
The first Pancake Breakfast of the summer will be held at the Lions Club on Sunday,
May 27th 8am-1 l am. Pancakes, eggs, sausage, hash browns, coffee, milk, orange juice
will be served for $6 - large portion and $3 small portion.

Peaks Island Girl Scout Troop # 1977
Thank you to everyone wh o contributed to the Peaks Island Girl Scout
Operation Cookie Share for those serving in the military. The Peaks Island
Girl Scouts sent an assortment of Girl Scout cookies to 5 servicemen currently
serving stateside and in Afganistan. Your support of this project is greatly
appr eciated by the men who received the cookies. Thank you .
Audrey, Gabi, May, Eleanor, Madison, Emma, Suzanne and Grace
Leaders:

Diane Ricciotti

Rae Chalmers-McLaughlin

IVIA Y ACTIVITIES on PEAKS ISLAND
Sponsored by Portland Recreation and Facilities Management
To reserve space and/or eq uipment in the Community Building, you must contact Denise (dlm @portlandmaine.gov or 766-2970) at
least two days in advance. Please plan ahead as Denise works part-time on the island, on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. If you
leave a phone message but I don' t get back to you, please call again as 1 may not have received the original message. Thanks!

FIRST MONDAY FUN: PRESCHOOLERS/ADULTS

AFTERNOON MOVIE: SPEEDY (85 minutes)

Children must be accompanied by an adult
Monday. May 7
Drop in - I l am to 12 noon (com. rm.)
Springtime fun: Crafts and gifts for Mother' s Day
Mondav. June 4
Drop in - 11 am to 12 noon (com. m1.)
Fun with flags, hats, marching and songs

Thursday. May 24
1:00 - 2:30 pm (com. rm.)
This action-packed 1928 silent movie (with a musical score)
stars Harold Lloyd and a cameo appearance by Babe Ruth.

OPEN HOUSE: LOOKING BACK AT PAST SUMMERS

GARDEN LECTURE SERIES: SEED STARTING
Monday. May 7
1:00 pm in community room
This infonnal discussion offers a great opportunity to share and
learn from others. Handouts and catalogues will be available

BINGO FUN: May 17 is Pack Rat Day

Friday. June 1
Drop in - 11am to 2:00 pm (com. m1.)
Stop by to see lots of photos from previous summer events;
help plan for July and August 2012. "Mystery Teas" a must!

LUNCH at the INN w/ "IN-TOWN" SENIORS
Thursday. June?
12:45 - 2:30 pm Lunch & program
Once again, the "in-town" seniors will be on Peaks Island fo r
their annual luncheon. Pre-registration required (by May 31).
Meal choices listed on sign-up sheet- approximate cost i s $ 14
includes meal, gratuity and entertainment after lunch.

Thursday. May 17
10:45 to 11:45 am (com. nn.)
Help Denise celebrate "Pack Rat Day" by winning some of her
p1izes from her "pack rat" pile! Donations accepted !!

ON-GOING EXERCISE PROGRAMS -ADULTS

SPECIAL IN-TOWN TRIP:
MORRISON DEVELOPMENT CTR PLANT SALE

FMI: please leave a message for Denise at 766-2970
Morning Walking/Stretching Group:
Mondays and Thursdays - 8:30 am meet at com. bldg.
Indoor stretching if we can't get out to walk

Friday. May 18
8: 15 am boat/12: 15 pm return
This annual plant sale is at the new Morrison Development
Center in Scarborough. Lots of plants to choose from !
Pre-registration required ; minimum is 7. Fee: $4 per person

Low-Impact Aerobics w/ Weights: Mondays and Thursdays
9:30 - 10:30 am in the community building

Please note: Occasionally there are last-minute openings for
trips "in-town". Please put your name on the special sign-up
sheet if you would like to be notified of last-minute openings.

Ping Pong
Tuesday afternoons - 2:00 pm in the community room
Wednesday mornings - 10:00 am in the community room

LUNCH GET-TOGETHER AT THE CAFE
Monday. May 21
Meet at cafe at 11 :OOam
Good food, good conversation and good friends!

Adult Basketball: Tuesday evenings at PI School Gym
6:00 - 8:00 pm
$2 per night
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Saturday Night Movies in May

Free in the Community Room - Sponsored by the Friends of the Peaks Island Library
May

S
12
19
26

6 PM
Scooby-Doo! Legend of the Phantosaur
(20 11) NR, .75 min
Spooky Buddies (20 11) G, 88 min
Note Special Starting T ime: 5:45 pm
Hugo (2011) PG, 126 min
Open Season (2007), PG, 86 min

May
8 PM
S
Inception (2010) PG-1 3, 148 min

12
19

The Color ofParadise (2000) PG, 90 min
Coraline (2008) PG, 101 min

26

Charlotte Gray (200 1) PG-1 3, 12 1 min

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR : Friday,'May 25 by 6pm. Please bring articles, copy-ready, to the
library. You may slip them under the door or put them in the Book Return w hen the library is closed.

